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Michigan Graduation Ceremony 
Friday, December 12, 2025, 3:00 p.m. 
MSU Wharton Center Pasant Theatre 

East Lansing, MI 
 

Florida Graduation Ceremony 
Tuesday, December 16, 2025, 3:00 p.m. 

New Tampa Performing Arts Center 
Tampa, FL



Michigan Ceremony 
Friday, December 12, 2025 

 
Welcome………………………….….………………………………………..Jacob Fauble 
                                                                                              Ceremony Host 

 
Invocation..............................................................................Mark Dotson 

Professor 
 
The National Anthem....................................................Susan E. Anzicek  
 
Student Farewell Remarks.............................................Hussein Sobh 
 
Introductions, Welcome, and Address.........................James McGrath 
                                                                                         President and Dean 
 
Commencement Address…………….…………….………..…Chad Englehardt 

                                                                                
Conferring of Degrees……………….…………………….Tonya Krause-Phelan 

         Associate Dean of Academics & Professor  
 
J.D. Hooding……………………………….…Dustin Foster and David Finnegan 
                                                                                                         Professors  
 
Closing Remarks.............................................................. James McGrath 
                                                                                         President and Dean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Florida Ceremony 
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 

 
Welcome………………………………………………………………….…Shelby Tavares 
                                                                                                Ceremony Host 

 
Invocation.................................................................Katherine Gustafson 

                 Professor 

Student Farewell Remarks.............................................Tory Sanders Jr. 

Introductions, Welcome, and Address.…………............James McGrath 
                                                                                         President and Dean 
 
Commencement Address………..…………………………Hon. Peggy Quince                      

Conferring of Degrees........................................Katherine A. Gustafson 
                                                                                                                   Dean 

J.D. Hooding………………………………...Patrick Tolan and Matthew Marin 
                                                                                                         Professors 
 
Closing Remarks...............................................................James McGrath 
                                                                                         President and Dean 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faculty 



JAMES SOTO MCGRATH, B.A., J.D., M.P.H., LL.M. 
President and Dean, Professor of Law 

TAMMY ASHER, A.S., B.A., J.D. .....................................................Professor 
BRENDAN BEERY, B.A., J.D. ..........................................................Professor 
TRACEY BRAME, B.A., J.D. ................................Associate Dean, Professor 
BRADLEY CHARLES, B.A., J.D. ......................................................Professor 
CHRISTINE CHURCH, B.A., J.D. ....................................................Professor   
MARK COONEY, B.A., J.D. ............................................................Professor  
MARK DOTSON, B.S., J.D. ……......................................................Professor  
RENALIA DuBOSE, B.S., M.P.A., J.D. ...........................................Professor 
DAVID FINNEGAN, B.S.F.S., J.D. …...............................................Professor 
DUSTIN FOSTER, B.A., J.D. …........................................................Professor  
KATHY GUSTAFSON, B.S., J.D. .........................Assistant Dean, Professor  
JOSELINE J. HARDRICK, B.A., J.D. …………………...........Associate Professor 
RICHARD C. HENKE, B.A., J.D. .....................................................Professor 
JAMES HICKS, B.A., J.D. ................................................................Professor  
BARBARA KALINOWSKI, B.A., J.D................................................Professor  
TONYA KRAUSE-PHELAN, A.A., B.S., J.D. ……..Associate Dean, Professor  
MATTHEW MARIN, B.A., J.D., LL.M. ...........................Associate Professor  
MABLE MARTIN-SCOTT, B.S., J.D. ...............................................Professor  
MICHAEL MOLITOR, B.A., J.D. .....................................................Professor 
MARTHA MOORE, B.A., M.A., J.D. ................................................Professor 
FLORISE NEVILLE-EWELL, B.A., J.D. ............................................Professor 
MONICA NUCKOLLS, B.A., J.D. ................................................Professor 
DUANE STROJNY, B.A., J.D., M.L.S. ..................Associate Dean, Professor  
PATRICK E. TOLAN JR., B.S.E.E., J.D., LL.M. …………………………….Professor 
JOAN VESTRAND, B.A., J.D. ………......................Assistant Dean, Professor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Adjunct Faculty 
 



Wafa Adib-Lobo 
Mustafa Ameen 
Sonya Beverly 
Patrick Corbett 

Elizabeth Devolder 
Steve Dulan 

Steve Fantetti 
William Fleener 

Hon. Richard J. Garcia 
Laura Genovich 

Robert Heitmeyer 
Christi Henke 
Emily Horvath 
Daniel Houlf 

Carolyn Johnson 
Sheila Lake 

Salvatore Lamendola 
Michael A. Leffler 
Richard Lovernick 
Peggy MacDougall 

Colin Maguire 
Hon. Daryl Manning 

Paul Marineau 
Thomas Myers 

Hon. Nicholas Nazaretian 
John Nicolucci 

Hon. Christopher Sabella 
John Taylor 

Gregory Ulrich 
Victor Veschio 
James Vlasic 

Graham Ward
 
 
 
 

William Henry Moody Class 



Juris Doctor Degree 

Shames Alazawi, B.S., Eastern Michigan University, International Law 
Society, Organization of Women Law Students, Black Law 
Student Association, Mock Trial. 

Lisa M. Bagnall, B.A., DePaul University, 
Kayla E. Belanger, B.S., Baker College, Owosso, Criminal Law Society, 

Organization of Women Law Students, Pro Bono, Phi Alpha Delta 
Law Fraternity, Dean’s List 7, Honor Roll 6. 

Eric M. Clark, B.A., Purdue University, West Lafayette, Pro Bono, 
Dean’s List 8, Honor Roll 7, CUM LAUDE. 

Emily O. Doerr, B.A., Siena Heights University, Christian Legal 
Society, Dean's List 2. 

Juan Francisco Echeverria Rosales, Moot Court, Criminal Law Society, 
Mock Trial, Environmental Law Society, Dean’s List 1. 

April Espinosa, B.A., Arizona State University, Dean’s List 5. 
Paul Ivanoff, B.A., University of South Florida, Hispanic Organization 

of Legal Advocates, Military Veterans Law Students Association, 
Dean’s List 3. 

Anwar K. Khayat, B.S., Eastern Michigan University, Moot Court, 
Christian Legal Society, Mock Trial, Criminal Law Society, Dean’s 
List 5, Honor Roll 2. 

Courtney Nicole Lawrence, B.S., Grand Canyon University, Criminal 
Law Society, Dean’s List 3. 

Elaine Linn, BLA, Michigan State University, Environmental Law 
Society, Christian Legal Society, Dean’s List 7, Honor Roll 8, CUM 
LAUDE. 

Anthony M. Mattarella, B.S., Kaplan University, Christian Legal 
Society, Dean’s List 1. 

Joshua M. Nwajei, B.S., University of Phoenix, Dean’s List 3, Honor 
Roll 2. 

Nayrobi C. Ramirez, B.S., Barry University, Phi Alpha Delta, Student 
Bar Association, Hispanic Organization, The Pillar, Dean’s List 3 

Justin Reniger, B.A., Olivet College, Health Law Society, Criminal Law 
Society, Christian Legal Society, Moot Court, Dean’s List 7, Honor 
Roll 8, CUM LAUDE. 

Esteban Rodriguez, B.A., University of South Florida, Hispanic 
Organization of Legal Advocates, Dean’s List 5. 

Lyndsey L. Seretis, B.A., Drake University, Dean’s List 1. 
Todd A. Taylor, B.S., University of Phoenix, Christian Legal Society, 



Student Bar Association Dean’s List 8, Honor Roll 9, CUM LAUDE, 
DISTINGUISHED STUDENT AWARD. 

Adam Tibble, BSN, Grand Valley State University, Health Law Society, 
Dean’s List 1. 

Larry Westcomb, B.S., Kaplan University, Student Bar Association, 
Dean’s List 8, Honor Roll 8, CUM LAUDE, DISTINGUISHED 
STUDENT AWARD, UNITED STATES ARMY (RETIRED). 

Ryan D. Wudkewych, B.S., Central Michigan University, Dean’s List 5. 
Jennifer K. Zamarron, Empire College of Law, Organization of 

Women Law Students, Dean’s List 4, Honor Roll 5, SUMMA CUM 
LAUDE. 

Mahlon Pitney Class 

Juris Doctor Degree 

Diana H. Abdal, B.S., Rochester University, Organization of Women 
Law Students, Environmental Law Society, Moot Court, Arab and 
Chaldean Law School Student Association, Christian Legal 
Society, Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, Dean’s List 2. 

Yuliana Reyna Cruz Amoui, B.A., California State University 
Sacramento, International Law Society. 

Jonathan W. Bendana, B.A., University of South Florida, Dean’s List 5, 
Honor Roll 8, CUM LAUDE. 

Lachelle T. Black-Jesulus, B.S., Lourdes University, Black Law 
Students Association, The Pillar, Christian Legal Society, Real 
Property, Probate & Trust Law Student Association, Hispanic 
Organization of Legal Advocates, Military Veterans Law Students 
Association, American Constitution Society, Federal Bar 
Association/Student Chapter, Florida Association of Women 
Lawyers, Moot Court Competition (National), Real Property, 
Probate & Trust Law Student Association, Hillsborough County 
Public Defender Clinic, Dean’s List 2. 

Alec C. Blue, BBA, Grand Valley State University, Estate Planning 
Clinic, Sixty Plus/Elder Law Clinic, Dean’s List 11, Honor Roll 12, 
CUM LAUDE. 

Zoryana Y. Blunt, B.S., St. Louis University Missouri, Black Law 
Students Association, Organization of Women Law Students. 



Alexa Cohen, B.A., Michigan State University, Environmental Law 
Society, Moot Court, Cooley Ambassador, Organization of 
Women Law Students, American Constitution Society, Dean’s List 
3. 

Margina T. Cohen, B.A., Jackson State University, Phi Delta Phi, 
(International Legal Honor Society), Cooley Innocence Project, 
Peer Mediation Training Program, Dean’s List 3. 

Molly C. Collins, B.S., Liberty University, Organization of Women Law 
Students, Christian Legal Society, Jessup International Moot 
Court Competition Team, Research Assistant, Teaching Assistant, 
Law Review, Environmental Law Society, Student Bar Association, 
Dean’s List 4, Honor Roll 6, LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, 
CUM LAUDE. 

Brianna N. Costello, B.S., University of Tennessee Knoxville, Phi Delta 
Phi (International Legal Honor Society), Student Bar Association, 
Christian Legal Society, Federal Bar Association/Student Chapter, 
Florida Association of Women Lawyers, Florida Bar Young 
Lawyers Law School Division, Honor Council Office of Student 
Assistance, Real Property, Probate & Trust law Student 
Association, Special Needs Advocate, International Law Society, 
Dean’s List 4. 

Kaitlyn Dallo, B.A., Wayne State University, Student Bar Association, 
Criminal Law Society, Moot Court Board, Moot Court 
Competition (Intra-school Mock Trial Competition (Intra-school), 
Arab and Chaldean Law Student Association, International Law 
Society, American Constitution Society, Dean's List 3, 
LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT AWARD. 

Hunter Payne DeLong, B.A., Drury University, American 
Constitutional Society, Mock Trial Competition (Intra-school), 
Student Bar Association, Mock Trial Board, American 
Constitution Society, Dean’s List 2. 

Madison J. Dixon, B.S., Florida Gulf Coast University, Florida 
Association of Women Lawyers, Moot Court (Intra-School) 
Competition, Student Bar Association, Teaching Assistant, Law 
Review, Dean’s List 4, Honor Roll 1, CUM LAUDE. 

Christine K. Doppke-Monte, B.A., Wayne State University, Sixty Plus 
Inc.,/Elderlaw Clinic, Dean's List 2. 

Haven Ellis, B.S., Wayne State University, Dean’s List 2. 



Masara A. Fargo, B.A., Oakland University, Environmental Law 
Society, Organization of Women Law Students, Christian Legal 
Society, ARC Dean’s Fellow, American Constitution Society, Arab 
and Caldean Law Student Association, Phi Alpha Delta Law 
Fraternity, Black Law Student Association, Dean’s List 5, Honor 
Roll 4, LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, CUM LAUDE. 

Evan Fratus, B.S., St. Petersburg College, Dean’s List 1. 
Anna L. Fritsma, B.S., Ferris State University, Dean’s List 9, Honor Roll 

6, CUM LAUDE. 
Jon Patrick Gamba, B.A., University of Rhode Island, Moot Court 

National Competition, Dean’s List 2. 
Joseph Gauger, B.S., Western Michigan University, Christian Legal 

Society, Sixty Plus Inc,, Elderlaw Clinic, Dean’s List 1. 
Andrea R. Graham, B.A., Florida Gulf Coast University. 
Jasmin Maribel-Gaytan Guillen, B.S., Cornerstone University, 

Organization of Women Law Students, Moot Court National 
Team, Native American Law Students Association, Sixty Plus Inc., 
/ Elderlaw Clinic, Dean’s List 4. 

Charles S. Hamrick, B.A., University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, Phi 
Delta Phi (International Legal Honor Society), Mock Trial Board, 
Student Bar Association, Moot Court Competition (Intra-School), 
Moot Court National Competition, Dean’s List 5, Honor Roll 4, 
UNITED STATES ARMY VETERAN, CUM LAUDE. 

Emily Hanson, B.A., University of Michigan Dearborn, Dean’s List 4. 
Katelyn M. Hearn, B.A., Jacksonville University, Phi Delta Phi 

(International Legal Honor Society),  Student Bar Association, 
ARC Graduate/Deans Fellow, Teaching Assistant, Law Review, 
Federal Bar Association/Student Chapter, Federalist Society, 
Florida Association of Women Lawyers, Robert Orseck National 
Moot Court Competition Team, Claude Pepper National Moot 
Court Competition Team, Moot Court Board, Phi Alpha Delta Law 
Fraternity, American Bar Association Law School Division, Dean’s 
List 6, Honor Roll 6, LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, MAGNA 
CUM LAUDE. 

Ereka N. Hollings, B.A., Dillard University, Black Law Student 
Association, Dean’s List 1. 

Olivia C. Hughes, B.A., Florida State University, ARC Dean’s Fellow, 
Student Bar Association, Mock Trial, Dean’s List 5, Honor Roll 5, 
CUM LAUDE. 



Juan Jose Jaramillo, BBA Texas State University, Hispanic 
Organization of Legal Advocates, Hispanic Latino Law Society, 
Dean’s List 1. 

Krystal V. Kafka, B.A., Eckerd College. 
Julia Rose Karana, B.S., Wayne State University, Dean’s List 3. 
Silvia L. Kuhn, B.A., Florida Gulf Coast University, Dean’s List 5. 
Sabrina Mallah, B.S., Oakland University, Moot Court. 
Lounna Marcius, B.S., Devry University, Black Law Students 

Association, Christian Legal Society, Federal Bar 
Association/Student Chapter, Florida Association of Women 
Lawyers, Hillsborough County Public Defender Clinic, Dean’s List 
3. 

Sean Montgomery, B.A., Wayne State University, Criminal Law 
Society, Mock Trial, Dean’s List 3, LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD. 

Carolina S. Morales, B.S., Kaplan University, Military Veterans Law, 
Hispanic Organization of Legal Advocates, Black Law Students 
Association, Sports Entertainment Law Society, Dean’s List 2, 
UNITED STATES ARMY VETERAN. 

Marc A. Nadeau, B.S., Metropolitan State University Denver, Moot 
Court Competition (Intra-School), Cooley Innocent Project, 
Expungement Fair, Dean’s List 4, Honor Roll 3, CUM LAUDE. 

Joshua W. Pang, B.A. Central Connecticut State University, Law 
Review, Dean’s List 6, Honor Roll 6, MAGNA CUM LAUDE. 

Molly D. Puig, B.S., Florida State University, Phi Delta Phi 
(International Legal Honor Society), Florida Association of 
Women Lawyers, Law Review, ARC Dean’s Fellow, Federal Bar 
Association Student Chapter, Federalist Society, Florida Bar 
Young Lawyers Law School Division, Moot Court Board, Moot 
Court National Competition, Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, 
Student Bar Association, Teaching Assistant, Dean’s List 4, Honor 
Roll 5, CUM LAUDE. 

Darrin Edward Robinson, Seminole State College of Florida, Law 
Review, Phi Delta Phi (International Legal Honor Society), Federal 
Bar Association/Student Chapter, Hispanic Organization of Legal 
Advocates, Black Law Student Association, Christian Legal 
Society, ARC Graduate Assistant/Dean’s Fellow, Debt Relief Clinic, 
Federalist Society. Florida Bar Young Lawyers Law School 



Division, Honor Council, Teaching Assistant, Dean’s List 9, Honor 
Roll 10, LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, CUM LAUDE. 

Kara Renee Rosengren, BFA, Western Michigan University, 
Organization of Women Law Students, Mock Trial, ARC Dean’s 
Fellow, Cooley Innocence Project, Washtenaw County Public 
Defender Office, Dean’s List 11, Honor Roll 11, DISTINGUISHED 
STUDENT AWARD, MAGNA CUM LAUDE. 

Tory Tyrrell Sanders, B.A., University of South Alabama, Student Bar 
Association, Black Law Student Association, American 
Constitution Society, Federal Bar Association Student Chapter, 
Moot Court National Competition, Teaching Assistant, Dean’s List 
3, LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT AWARD. 

Abigail D. Schuyten, B.A., Grand Valley State University, Student Bar 
Association, Mock Trial, Dean’s List 4, LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD 

Kristen Schweikert, B.S., Liberty University, Military Veterans Law 
Students Association, Debt Relief Clinic, Federal Bar Association 
Student Chapter, Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, Teaching 
Assistant, Dean’s List 4, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE VETERAN. 

Hussein Ali Sobh, B.S., Wayne State University, Phi Alpha Delta Law 
Fraternity, Student Bar Association, International Law Society, 
Environmental Law Society, Arab and Chaldean Law Student 
Association, Business Law Society, American Constitutional 
Society, Dean’s List 1, LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT AWARD. 

Justin A. Sterling, B.S., Suny College Buffalo, Environmental Law, 
Mock Trial, Student Bar Association, Black Law Student 
Association, Criminal Law Society, Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, 
Dean’s List 3, LEADERSHIP ACHIEVEMENT AWARD. 

John F. Stolz, B.A., University of Texas Austin, Dean’s List 1 
Amanda Tearle, B.A., Florida International University, Federal Bar 

Association/Student Chapter, Florida Bar Young Lawyers Law 
Student Division, Law Review, Dean’s List 4, Honor Roll 2, CUM 
LAUDE. 

Robert Alfred Tosi, B.S., University of Central Florida, Mock Trial 
National Competition, Moot Court National Competition, Dean’s 
List 3, Honor Roll 1, UNITED STATES ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, 
CUM LAUDE. 

Carly Louise Turner, B.A., Keiser College Tallahassee, Dean’s List 3. 



Okechukwu Ukachukwu, B.A., Michigan State University, Criminal 
Law Society, Dean’s List 2. 

Camilo Uribe Lopez, B.A., University of Central Florida, Debt Relief 
Clinic, Federalist Society, Hispanic Organization of Legal 
Advocates, Mock Trial Board, Moot Court National Competition, 
Phi Delta Phi Legal Honor Society, Teaching Assistant, Dean’s List 
3. 

Martin E. Vasquez, BBA, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, Moot 
Court, Mock Trial, Estate Planning Clinic, Teaching Assistant, 
Dean’s List 4. 

Rose Stephanie Vital, B.S., University of Central Florida, Student Bar 
Association, Christian Legal Society, Phi Delta Phi (International 
Legal Honor Society), Black Law Students Association, Federal 
Bar Association Student Chapter, Dean’s List 6, Honor Roll 8, 
CUM LAUDE. 

Alyssa Mae Waddington, B.A., Keiser College Tallahassee, Student 
Bar Association, Criminal Law Society, Organization of Women 
Law Students, Mock Trial Competition (Intra -School), Graduation 
Marshal, Law Review, ARC Dean’s Fellow, American 
Constitutional Society, Moot Court National Competition, 
Research Assistant, Law Review, American Bar Association Law 
School Division, Dean’s List 6, Honor Roll 6, LEADERSHIP 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, MAGNA CUM LAUDE. 

Ian Gregory Wiesenberg, B.S., Guilford College, International Law 
Society, Student Bar Association. 

Tyler Casey Williams, B.A., University of South Florida, Dean’s List 1 
Charles M. Woodruff II, B.A., Keiser College Tallahassee, Dean’s List 

6, Honor Roll 3, CUM LAUDE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ceremonial Colors 
Cords worn by graduates denote the following: 



Summa Cum Laude...............................................................................Gold Magna 
Magna Cum Laude....................................................................................Light Blue  
Cum Laude.......................................................................................................Yellow 
With Distinction...............................................................................................Green 
Graduation Marshal..........................................................................................Wine 
Veteran...............................................................................................................Silver 
Alumni Dist. Student/Leadership Achievement/Leaders Academy.............Aqua 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooley Law School Legal Authors Society 
 
Frank Aiello  
Virginia P. Allen  

Tammy Asher  
Anne F. Bachle-Fifer  
Frederick M. Baker Jr.  

Richard S. Baron  
Sherry L. Batzer  
Gary Bauer  



Brendan Beery 
Robert A. Bejesky  
Curt Benson  
David Berry*  
Edwin M. Bladen*  
Ron Boglio  
Gerald W. Boston* 
Tracey Brame  
John Brennan  
Hon. Thomas E. Brennan*  
Ronald J. Bretz  
Justin P. Brooks  
Mark Burzych  
Kathleen Butler  
Jeanette Buttrey  
Evelyn Calogero  
Cheryl Calloway  
James Carey  
Paul Carrier  
Terrence F. Cavanaugh  
Charles Cercone  
Karen Chadwick  
Bradley Charles  
Christine Church  
Dennis Cichon  
Julianne Claydon  
Julie Clement  
Mark Cody  
Marlene Coir  
Kimberly A. Colgate  
Mark Cooney  
Patrick Corbett  
John L. Coté*  
David G. Cotter  
Michael P. Cox  
Barbara J. Crozier  
Hon. Janice K. Cunningham  
Hon. Brent V. Danielson  
Randy Diamond 
  
Mary E. Phelan D’Isa  
J. Bruce Donaldson*  
Mark Dotson  
Barry Hart Dubner  
Michael Dunn  
Eric Eggan  
James Eyster  
Bruce Familant  
Cindy Faulkner  

Norman Fell* 
David Finnegan  
Gerald Fisher  
Frank M. Fitzgerald*   
Hon. John W. Fitzgerald* 
William J. Fleener Jr.  
Anthony Flores  
Randy Foreman  
Elizabeth J. Fossel  
Donald C. Frank   
Judith A. Frank*  
William C. Fulkerson  
Anthony Gair*  
Heather Garretson  
Marjorie Gell  
Alan Gershel  
Elliot B. Glicksman*  
David Grande-Cassell   
Frederick J. Griffith*   
Katherine Gustafson 
Wesley P. Hackett Jr.  
William F. Haggerty  
Lisa Halushka 
Joseline Hardrick 
Hon. Michael G. Harrison*  
Christopher Hastings  
Frederick Headen  
Teresa M. Hendricks  
Richard Henke  
Keith J. Hey  
James M. Hicks Jr.  
Marion Hilligan*  
Aletha Honsowitz  
Emily Horvath  
Hon. Peter D. Houk  
Theodore E. Hughes L.  
Kent Hull  
Peter D. Jason*  
 
Barbara Kalinowski 
John S. Kane 
Eileen Kavanagh  
Peter M. Kempel*  
Mark S. Kende  
Mara Kent  
R. Joseph Kimble 
Linda K. Kisabeth 
Dorean M. Koenig* 
Tonya Krause-Phelan  

Lewis Langham  
Joni Larson  
Paula R. Latovick 
Stuart Lazar  
Don LeDuc* 
Helen Levenson  
Ashley Lowe  
Gerald G. MacDonald  
Matthew Marin 
Paul Marineau  
Dena Marks  
John Marks 
Susan K. Marshall*  
Mable Martin-Scott 
Hon. Jeffrey Martlew 
Daniel Matthews  
Robert E. McCarthy  
Michael McDaniel  
Al McDonald 
James McGrath 
Timothy K. McMorrow  
Dan L. McNeal  
Mark McWilliams  
Helen Pratt Mickens  
Hon. James E. Mies*  
Nelson Miller  
Peggy L. Miller  
Marla Mitchell-Cichon  
Michael Molitor  
Joe Mollahan  
Martha Moore  
Lawrence W. Morgan  
Janet W. Muller  
Maurice E.R. Munroe  
Michael Murray  
Sharon Nantell  
Monica Navarro  
Roger A. Needham*  
Torsten Nilson  
Monica Nuckolls  
John R. Nussbaumer  
Kimberly E. O’Leary  
Charles A. Palmer  
Nora J. Pasman-Green  
James M. Peden  
Candace Elliott Person  
Ernest A. Phillips 
MaryAnn Pierce  
Norman E. Plate  



Barry Price  
Philip J. Prygoski*  
William R. Ralls  
Daniel Ray  
Eric Richards  
Hon. Dorothy Comstock 
Riley*  
John P. Rooney*  
Lauren Rousseau  
Larry S. Royster  
Marjorie P. Russell  
Hon. Daniel Ryan  
Marianne E. Samper  
Devin Schindler  
John N. Scott  
Kevin Scott  
Charles J. Senger  
Chris Shafer  

Dan Sheaffer  
Stephen M. Sheppard  
Jane Siegel  
Brent Simmons  
Paul Sorensen  
G. Michael Stakias  
Robert W. Stocker II  
N.O. Stockmeyer  
Duane Strojny  
Roberta Studwell  
Michael V. Sucaet  
Stevie Swanson  
Kathy Swedlow  
John Taylor  
John Thompson Jr.* 
Martin Tieber  
Amy Timmer  
Gina Torielli  

Charles Toy  
Ronald J. Trosty  
Christopher Trudeau  
Gerald Tschura  
Donald P. Ubell  
Joan Vestrand  
James J. Vlasic  
Victoria Vuletich  
William Wagner 
Hon. Cynthia Ward  
William P. Weiner  
F. Georgann Wing 
Charles B. Wolfe 
Nancy Wonch 
M. Ann Wood 
John A. Yeager  

 
*deceased 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cooley Law School Class Namesakes  

 



Moody Class 
In Memoriam – William H. Moody 

United States Supreme Court Justice 
b. December 23, 1853 – d. July 2, 1917 

 
It is the tradition of Thomas M. Cooley Law School to name each 
entering class after a former justice of the Michigan Supreme Court 
or of the United States Supreme Court.  Today’s class is named in 
honor of the United States Supreme Court Justice William Henry 
Moody. 
 
William Henry Moody was born in Newbury, Massachusetts, on 
December 23, 1853. He was the second of three children born to 
Henry L. Moody and Melissa A. (Emerson) Moody. On the eve of the 
Civil War, the family moved to Danvers, Massachusetts where they 
managed a large dairy farm. 
 
Justice Moody enrolled at Harvard in 1872. At the end of the first 
year, he came close to being dismissed for academic deficiency. He 
was a member of the Harvard baseball team, but a leg injury 
sidelined him after his first season. In his sophomore year, he came 
under the mentorship of historian Henry Adams, and his academic 
performance improved. Moody graduated with honors in 1876.  
 
Justice Moody’s formal legal education consisted of only one term of 
lectures at Harvard Law School. He then interned for fifteen months 
at the Boston law office of Richard Henry Dana, and in April of 1878, 
Moody impressively passed the oral examination for admission to 
the bar. He opened his own law office in Haverhill, Massachusetts. 
 
In 1890, Moody was elected as district attorney for the eastern 
district of Massachusetts. It was during his term that he became 
nationally famous for his role as prosecutor in the trial of Lizzie 
Borden, who was accused of murdering her father and stepmother 
with an axe. The case was a sensation in newspapers across the 
country, and Borden was acquitted by the jury. 
 
Next Moody was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 
1895; he went on to serve four terms. During this period Moody met 



and befriended future president Theodore Roosevelt. Shortly after 
Roosevelt was inaugurated in 1901, he appointed Moody as 
Secretary of the Navy, a cabinet position. When Attorney General 
Philander Knox resigned in 1904, Roosevelt asked Moody to replace 
him, becoming a key player in the antitrust campaigns of early 
1900s. He personally argued four cases before the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 
 
In June of 1906, Roosevelt appointed Moody to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. During his four years on the bench, Justice Moody wrote sixty-
seven opinions, including five dissents. His opinion in St. Louis, Iron 
Mountain and Southern Railway Company v. Taylor (1908) upheld the 
law mandating employer provided safety devices for railway 
workers. He retired from the court due to illness, diagnosed as 
infectious arthritis, in 1910. He died July 2, 1917.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pitney Class 
In Memoriam – Mahlon R. Pitney 



United States Supreme Court Justice 
b. February 5, 1858 – d. December 9, 1924 

 
It is the tradition of Thomas M. Cooley Law School to name each 
entering class after a former justice of the Michigan Supreme Court 
or of the United States Supreme Court. Today’s class is named in 
honor of the United States Supreme Court Justice Mahlon Pitney.  
 
Justice Pitney lived from 1858 until 1924 and served on the United 
States Supreme Court from 1912 to 1922.  He was born in 
Morristown, New Jersey, the son of Henry Pitney and Sarah Halstead, 
and attended Princeton University (which was then known as the 
College of New Jersey).  He was a classmate of Woodrow Wilson.    
 
Justice Pitney graduated from college in 1879 where he then 
proceeded to study law with his father, a well-known attorney and 
judge.  In 1882 he passed the New Jersey Bar and practiced law for 
the next twelve years.   In 1894 Justice Pitney was elected to the 
United States House of Representatives.  After two terms he 
returned to New Jersey and was elected as a New Jersey State 
Senator.   
 
Mr. Pitney quickly became the New Jersey Senate President, and was 
planning on running for Governor. Things changed in 1901, 
however, when he was appointed to the New Jersey Supreme Court.  
After seven years Pitney was appointed to the position of Chancellor, 
the then highest position in New Jersey’s court system.  He remained 
in this position until 1912. 
 
In early 1912, Mr. Pitney met President William Howard Taft at a 
dinner party.  President Taft chatted with Pitney, asking Pitney what 
he thought about one of his colleagues whom Taft was considering 
to appoint to the U.S. Supreme Court.  Pitney was taken completely 
by surprise when he found out a week later that President Taft had 
nominated him rather than his colleague to be on the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 
 
As the New Jersey Chancellor, prior to his appointment to the 
Supreme Court, Pitney had authored Jones Glass Co. v. Glass Bottle 



Blowers Association.  In this opinion Pitney had maintained that 
striking workers were not allowed to use violence and other coercive 
measures against strikebreakers.  Pitney was confirmed by a vote of 
50 to 26 during the Senate confirmation hearings.  The 26 
opponents argued that Jones Glass case proved that Pitney was anti-
union. Pitney and his supporters maintained, however, that his 
opinion in Jones Glass showed only that violence and threats of 
violence against strikebreakers was improper. 
 
During the decade that he served on the U.S Supreme Court, Pitney 
consistently supported worker rights, such as workers’ 
compensation, and minimum wage laws.  One of the more famous 
opinions that he authored was New York Central Railroad Co. v. White.   
In that opinion the Court upheld the New York workers’ 
compensation law, and this in turn led to a rapid increase in workers’ 
compensation laws nationwide. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions about the commencement ceremony can be directed to 
the Administration, Enrollment, and Student Services Division at 
ess@cooley.edu or (517) 371-5140, ext. 2843.
 


